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World Wide Web viewed in the library by patrons. The study suggests that some 
library science students will have moral dilemmas in supplying information 
that is contrary to their personal beliefs and that factors such as library 
type, gender, and age all play a role in whether a librarian supports 
filtering in a library's online computer facilities. An anonymous 
questionnaire was developed that asked questions about an individual ' s 
background along with a series of questions relating to censoring situations 
pertaining to sexually oriented Internet sites. Eighty responses were 
received to the questionnaire. Of those respondents, 63 were female and 17 
were male. There was a correlation between the type of library an individual 
works in and the level of censorship he/she would endorse. School librarians 
tend to advocate censorship more than any other library affiliation. No 
significant differentiation between genders was found. The numbers were 
proportionally similar to one another with females censoring slightly less 
than males overall, except on the topic of sexually explicit materials, which 
females tended to censor more than males. In this study, the 30-39 age group 
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I. INTRODUCTION 



The introduction of the World Wide Web into our technological age has created 
many new problems for librarians. One of these critical issues concerns a foundational 
principle of the American Library Association (ALA). According to the ALA Code of 
Ethics, as librarians “We uphold the principles of intellectual freedom and resist all efforts 
to censor library resources .” 1 Unfortunately, this idealistic principle holds an air of 
internal conflict. In today’s library, we are faced with a dilemma between our traditional 
Puritanistic ideology and, at times, the ideas of offending parties. How do we come to 
terms with giving accessibility to all types of information regardless of our attitudes on 
the subject? This is an issue that all people, specifically librarians in this essay, have to 
face at one point in their lives. 

The continuing debate on censoring Internet materials has prompted this study on 
the attitudes of librarians and how it relates to the political schemes of library 
associations and individuals involved in this debate. Making materials accessible to all 
people is a stronghold in a democratic society that cannot be ignored but we, as ethical 
agents, must look at the information available on the web and make the crucial decision 
whether to make these materials available to those who may not be able to make these 
decisions themselves. The notion in itself is contrary to everything the ALA and the 
American Library stand for but proponents of this perspective, such as The Center for 
Traditional American Family Values, argue that we need to restrict any material that is 
dangerous to our children since Ohio law states it is illegal to provide minors with 



1 This is the second article in the ALA Code of Ethics, which was adopted June 28, 1995. The full list can 
be found at http://www.ala.org/alaorg/oif/ethics.html . 



